LAY IHTINGTON

CONTACT

201 N. Wilmot Rd., Apt. 112
Tucson, AZ 85711

252.525.5043
wewhittington@icloud.com
www.claywhittingtonmusic.com

EDUCATION

MASTER OF MUSIC | Choral Conducting
University of Arizona * Tucson, AZ

BACHELOR OF MUSIC magna cum laude | Sacred Music
East Carolina University ® Greenville, NC

ASSOCIATE IN FINE ARTS | Music
Lenoir Community College * Kinston, NC

PUBLICATIONS & LECTURES

Author | 2025, forthcoming

Call to Worship, Office of Theology & Worship PC(USA)
When Dissonance Finds Resolution: Healing and Strengthening
Clergy—Musician Partnerships in the Church

Interest Session Presenter | 2026

Presbyterian Association of Musicians (PAM)
Worship & Music Conference * Montreat, NC
Come Sunday: Duke Ellington in Worship

Lecturer | 2025

Summer Choral Literature Intenstive
University of Arizona ¢ Tucson, AZ
The Choral Music of Kurt Weill

AFFILIATIONS

Pi Kappa Lambda National Music Honor Society

American Choral Directors Association (ACDA)
Vice President, UA Graduate Chapter | 2024-2025

Presbyterian Association of Musicians
Church Musician Certification in progress since 2023

PROFILE

Accomplished music director and conductor with experience
serving Presbyterian congregations and in ecumenical
settings. Known for inspiring choirs and congregations
through diverse repertoire, creative worship planning, and
strong clergy partnerships. Brings pastoral sensitivity and a
record of nurturing vibrant worship, supported by
national-level publications and conference presentations on
sacred music and clergy—musician partnerships.

ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP & CONDUCTING

Artistic Director & Conductor | 2024-Present

Tucson Summer Chorus ® Tucson, AZ

* Lead an 80+ voice community ensemble in performances
that have drawn strong community attendance and
support.

* Programmed diverse repertoire—based on concert
themes—balancing accessibility with high artistry.

* Built partnerships with local arts organizations and
cultivated donor support for sustained growth.

Director of Music Ministries | 2022—Present

Immanuel Presbyterian Church ¢ Tucson, AZ

* Direct a multi-ensemble program (sanctuary choir,
handbell choir, contemporary band) serving 300+ weekly.

* Introduced seasonal festivals, hymn celebrations, and
cantatas, broadening audience engagement.

* Recruit, train, and mentor singers and instrumentalists,
ensuring both artistic excellence and sustainability.

Assistant Conductor | 2023, 2024

University Singers & Treble Glee

University of Arizona * Tucson, AZ

* Assisted in preparing major choral works and training
student ensembles in advanced choral artistry.

* Conducted performances broadcast on Classical 90.5
AZPM, extending reach to statewide audiences.

Previous Artistic Roles
* Director of Music Ministries | 20202022

First United Methodist Church ¢ Fuquay-Varina, NC
* Music Director | 2019-2021

Spilman Memorial Baptist Church ¢ Kinston, NC

A complete résumé may be found on my website.



